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Cultural Fundamentalism between Assimilating
Developmental Inputs and the Shadows of Societal

Problems
“An Applied Study on Al-Eis Governorate in the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia During the Period (1932-2030)”

Dr. Mohamed Abdel kader Rashed

Department of Geography and Geographic Information Systems,
Faculty of Arts, Alexandria University

ABSTRACT

There is no use in a developmental thought that is not aware that the sources
of change must first fall into the minds of the members of society by
understanding, before it falls into their geographical areas in which they live or
their natural milieu in which they live. The saying in that is that the precedence of
change in geographical spheres and natural milieu over the attainment of change
in the minds of members of society, rather it results in its viability of needs that do
not stop at a certain limit. Within this framework, it can be said that the
geographies of the “Kingdom of Saudi Arabia” are now being reconfigured very
quickly, so that after each year we find that they are very different from what they
were during the past years, and because one of the major features of society is the
intended change, and because there is a difference that drives change between
what the village of “Al-Ais” means as a previous historical connotation, on the
one hand, and what the Governorate of “Al-Ais” means as a sign attributed to the
presently coexisting present on the other hand; Is it possible for the geographies of
the present and the legacy of the past to accommodate in one development
partnership the geographies of the hypothetically hoped future? Is it possible to
push for a kind of comprehensible coexistence between each of the culture of the
geographies of the present governorate of “Al-Ais”, along with the culture of
hypothetical geographies that are hoped for by the motivation of specific
development visions? In the context of the answer ... some may see that there is no
obstacle to that, and within the framework of the same answer ... some may see
that this matter differs in how the members of the same community understand
each other from each other. In the context of the generality of the answer to these
questions. The general framework of the study is crystallized by taking it from the
governorate of “Al-Ais” the applied reality. In the context of importance and
value, saying that change is sought through it to achieve specific development
goals, but that change is sought without realizing that societal assimilation is an
integral part of the implementation mechanisms, this is something that prevents
these goals from being achieved with regard to the study curricula and methods, it
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has relied on the historical curriculum, and the inductive approach. Within the
framework of the methods, the study depended on the descriptive analysis method
(sampling), the descriptive statistical analysis method, as well as the inferential
analysis method. The study came in six main axes, which were dominated by the
fundamentalist trend within a framework of analysis and criticism.

Key Words: Cultural fundamentalism, Assimilating developmental inputs, The shadows of societal
problems.
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