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Geopolitical Determinants for Energy Security across
Checkpoints with an Application on the Strait of Hormuz

"Study in Political Geography"

ABSTRACT

Maritime trade plays a very important role in transporting energy supplies
through container ships, which are the most effective means of transporting the
world's energy supply of oil and natural gas, and these giant ships take the sea routes
approaching at specific points, which are choke points or critical corridors, Although
the choking points are narrow, they are important for world trade for their role in
reducing time and shortening distances, and therefore these corridors constitute a
transportation complex between suppliers and consumers, through which more than
60% of the world's total oil supply passes, and because of the importance of oil and
natural gas to the world economy, and because of the importance of oil and natural
gas to the global economy, the quantities passing through choking points of oil and
natural gas are constantly increasing.

Choke points are exposed because of their importance to many threats and risks
that may cause them to fail and the inability to continue crossing them, resulting in
the movement to other sea routes, or the use of pipelines, and in any case these
alternatives cannot fully compensate for choking points The risks to choking points
vary by nature, Risks from natural causes such as climatic causes such as droughts
and floods or structural or technical risks associated with the delinquency or
derailment of ships, or the geopolitical risks of choking point may be a target in
itself as a means of pressure and threat in times of conflict such as those experienced
by the Strait of Malacca or the Bab al-Mandab Strait, and Concerns about the use of
choke points as a means of pressure and threat have resulted in a trend towards
alternatives, or risk mitigation that may result in these critical paths being disrupted.

Political and geopolitical use is evident in the Strait of Hormuz in the Arabian
Gulf The importance of the Strait of Hormuz is related to the fact that it is the
corridor crossed by oil exports from the Arabian Gulf region, which is the most
important region in the world in production, and the amount of oil passing through
the Strait of Hormuz daily according to the report of the American Energy
Information Agency about 21% of the total oil consumed in the world, and The most
important challenge facing the Strait is the Iranian threat to close it and restrict
freedom of navigation in it, or at the very least the impact on navigation, and
assessments of Iran's ability to close the Strait or its inability vary, but in any case
there will be effects and the question here is how long these effects on maritime
trade and security may take.

Key Words: Energy security; Choke points; Maritime trade; International relations; Strait of
Hormuz; Geopolitics.
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