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Cartographic Representation in Daily Newspapers
A Case Study of Middle East, Jazeera, and The Economical Saudi Arabian Newspapers

Nora Elshamarani and Sameh Abd-Elwahab
ABSTRACT

This research studies the cartographic element in newspapers and the added
value it could add in raising the communicative language used in news articles in
either daily or specialized newspapers. Moreover, a study has been conducted to
trace the use of maps and graphical representation in international press to highlight
the role of maps in communicating various issues to the readers in a clearer fashion.
Furthermore, earlier beginnings of using geographical information systems (GIS) in
spatial studies of some news articles have been studied, showing the role it had in
communicating spatial ideas. This research paper concludes by studying the use of
maps and graphical representations over three cases of daily newspapers: Al Jazirah
(as a Saudi Arabian daily local newspaper), Asharq Al-Awsat (as an international
Arabic newspaper), and Al Eqtisadiah (as a regional Saudi Arabian newspaper). This
research paper follows a case study methodology through identifying a group of
examined cases that could be used as an example for studying the role of
cartographic representation in daily newspapers. In addition, a comparative
methodology has been followed through comparing different newspapers in their use
of cartographic representation in press presentation. Furthermore, an inductive
research method was used built upon the basis of incomplete induction. This
research followed the quantitative and cartographic descriptive-analytical methods.
Based on the research conducted, it could be concluded that the aforementioned
Saudi Arabian newspapers have limited use of cartographic representation.
Moreover, there is a clear edge to specialized newspapers’ usage of cartographic
elements in comparison to generic newspapers.

Key Words: Visual Communication; Visual Language; Cartographic Language; Graphical
Representation; Infographics; Mass Communication; Cartographic Communication.
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