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v ESCWA (United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia), and

BGR (2013): Shared Water Resources in Western Asia, chapter (5), Shatt Al-Arab,
Karkheh, Karun rivers.

:ally 2l —
v' World Bank Data Catalog (Major Rivers—Major rivers Basin—Sub basin—

Countries— Boundaries).
v' Hydro Sheds Project.

— CIA, world fact book. 2024.
— EIA, Country analysis Brief: Iraq, 2024.
— OPEC, annual statistical Bulletin (58 edition) 2023.
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The Impact of the Geographical Characteristics of The Shatt al — Arab River
on the Political Boundary between Iraq and Iran

"A study in political geography "
Abstract:

The Iraqi-Iranian border represents Iraq's eastern border and represents
the longest border with its neighboring countries. The greater part of this border
consists of mountainous areas that represent watershed lines between the rivers
that flow from them. The borderline follows, in part, the thalweg line of the Shatt
al-Arab River, leaving the western side to Iraq and the eastern side to Iran,
according to the Algiers Agreement of 1975. This agreement is considered the
main cause of Iraq's problems in its border with Iran in the Shatt al-Arab,
because the agreement relied on the thalweg line to demarcate the border and
the associated complex geographical problems related to Iran's sharing with Iraq
sovereignty over this important waterway, which is considered an outlet for Iragq,
a semi-landlocked country, as it connects it to the world through its connection

to the Arabian Gulf .

The problems of the Iraqi-Iranian border are also linked to the change in
the course of the Shatt al-Arab River as a result of erosion and sedimentation,
and the necessary change in the position of the border line. This is due to natural
causes related to the characteristics of the course itself, and human causes
related primarily to the mismanagement of shared water resources by the
countries sharing the Shatt al-Arab with Iraq, namely Turkey and Iran. The
establishment of water projects by both countries on the river's sources directly
affected the Shatt al-Arab's water discharge, which negatively impacted the
river's hydrological system and the subsequent geomorphological changes that
led, over time, to the advance of Iranian territory towards Iraq, meaning that the
border line valid for Iran changed.

Among the other human factors that affected the Shatt al-Arab was the
military activity that continued in this region throughout the period from 1980
until 2003 AD, which left a direct impact on the river's course represented by the
filling in of tributaries and sunken ships, and an indirect impact represented by
the decline in interest in developing the navigational channel and the excavation
and deepening operations of the Shatt al-Arab, as a result of The deterioration of
the general economic environment in Iraq. In light of the above, the study
attempted to clarify the natural and human factors that gave the Shatt al-Arab its
characteristics and features, and the impact of these geographical characteristics
on the Iraqi-Iranian border and its problems.

Keywords: River borders, Boundary problems, Shared resources, Thalweg
line.

£y



